Code of Conduct for Players, Coaches and Parents    (Playing Season 2010)

It is the goal of the Kitchener  Minor Baseball Associations, Tier 1 and Tier 2 Divisions to provide a safe and secure environment for our players, umpires and coaches, free of any demeaning or abusive behaviour, verbal or otherwise, on the part of spectators at the ball park.

Rude behaviour ruins the game for everyone. “As adults, we have a responsibility to protect our young people from any abusive, damaging behaviour and provide them with a safe environment in which to develop their skills and build their self-confidence.” Please set a good example. Encourage the fans of your team to be supportive and positive. Help us to protect our young people from any abusive behaviour. Have realistic expectations for both our players, coaches  and umpires. Commitment, teamwork, making friends, and gaining self-confidence are the important skills we are trying to teach. In the event any unfortunate incidents should arise concerning a coach, umpire or player we request that you allow at least 24 hours before calling or sending an email to the appropriate member of the KMBA.
The city of Kitchener has  implemented  a BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY (June 1999) to encourage appropriate behaviour and activities in all Parks and Recreation facilities. Behaviour and activities that obstruct or hinder the rights of others to use and enjoy Recreation & Leisure Services , Parks and Recreation Department  facilities is unacceptable and prohibited. The Executive of KMBA has assured its players, coaches and umpires that it will provide them with an environment at the ball park that is safe and secure so that they can carry out their duties and responsibilities in the manner in which they have been trained.

INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR
· Shouting any demeaning, rude or abusive comments at a player, coach or umpire.

· Intimidating or threatening a player, coach or umpire.

· Directing sarcastic remarks towards a player, coach or umpire.

· Harassing an umpire over his/her calls behind the plate or on the bases.

· Using excessive foul language that disrupts the environment of the game for participants and fans.

· Making loud comments or reacting in a manner that undermines the decisions and authority of a coach or umpire.

· Internet abuse or slander IE: Facebook, MSN etc…

· Gathering in cliques to criticize a coach or umpire in order to undermine their authority.

· Engaging in verbal or physical conflicts with other parents or fans.

Tobacco Products
No tobacco products are to be used on or near the playing field by any player, coach, umpire or spectator.

Alcohol Products
No alcohol products are to be consumed immediately before any game. No alcohol products are permitted at or near the park at any time. Violations will mean immediate ejection from the game and the park as well as further discipline by Minor Baseball.

Enforcement Steps
1. The offending party will be told by a KMBA executive member, a convenor or a coach of the team(s) involved that their behaviour is not acceptable and they will be asked to stop the behaviour.

2. If the party does not stop the behaviour they will be asked to leave the facility.

3. If the party refuses to leave the Official will call the police.

Consequences
Anyone who commits inappropriate and prohibited behaviour or activity may “be ejected from the facility immediately and prohibited from returning to a program or event for a period of time.”
The Head Coach on each team should advise the spectators associated with his/her team when their behaviour is unacceptable and request that they regain their composure.

I have reviewed the Code of Conduct and agree to follow the guide lines  above. 

Player name________________________                    
Player signature______________________

Parent name     _________________________                 
Parent signature______________________

Coach’s Name__________________________

Coach’s signature_____________________

Team _________________________________             
Division_____________________________
